An evaluation of root canal treatment in patients who have received irradiation to the mandible and maxilla.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the success and failure of root canal treatment performed in areas of previous irradiation and to examine any cases of osteoradionecrosis associated with such treatment. A retrospective analysis was done on 22 teeth that had root canal treatment after radiation therapy. Strict radiographic and clinical criteria were used to determine success and failure. There was a mean follow-up period of 19 months. Of 22 cases, 20 (91%) were considered successful. Both failures occurred with a diagnosis of pulpal necrosis. There were no occurrences of osteoradionecrosis. Our study showed that root canal treatment in previously irradiated patients may be successful. In addition, treatment approaches, as well as the criteria for success and failure, should be the same for irradiated patients as for those who have not received radiation treatment.